REGULAR MEETING COMMISSION CHAMBER
MARCH 6, 2007

Augusta Richmond County Commission convened at 2:00 p.m., March 6, 2007, the Hon.
Deke Copenhaver, Mayor, presiding.

PRESENT: Hons. Holland, Smith, Harper, Grantham, Hatney, Beard, Williams, Cheek,
Bowles and Brigham, members of Augusta Richmond County Commission.

The invocation was given by the Reverend Charles E. Goodman, Jr., Pastor, Tabernacle
Baptist Church.

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America was recited.
The Clerk:
PRESENTATIONS

A. Dr. William A. Bloodworth, President Augusta State University. RE: Present and
future plans for ASU. (Requested by Commissioner Don Grantham)

Mr. Brigham: A lot of you who are not aware as to what Augusta State is doing and what
it means to Augusta is right here in this gentleman’s mind and in his heart particularly. So that’s
why he’s here today and I’d like to hear from him.

Mr. Mayor: Great. And, Dr. Bloodworth, I know of the big plans and all and I hate to
put a five-minute time limit on you but I've got to keep it fair for everybody.

Dr. Bloodworth. Five minutes will be fine. It’s my first time in 13 years to have this
opportunity. I know if I’'m not brief I won’t have it again. I’d hate to wait another 13'% years.

Mr. Mayor: Okay.

Dr. Bloodworth: I’'m going to give just a very brief update about Augusta State
University. Let me begin by trying to explain why we do what we do. We do what we do
because students need higher education. I refer to this as the million-dollar deal. The student
who graduates from college earns over a lifetime at least a million dollars more than someone
who just graduates from high school. So we’re adding value and we’re adding dollars to the
lives of our students and we have some very special students and I think about them a lot and I
think about the students in the future. 48% of the children in this nation under the age of
eighteen now live in families with no college experience. In this nation 50% of the students in
grades K-12 qualify for free or reduced price lunches which means they don’t come from rich
families. And we are the kind of institution that helps meet the needs of those kinds of students.
But I think if you could ever measure the value of a college university by the, by the addition of
education value to the lives of a student, you would understand why a school like Augusta State
University is so important to this community. Last fall we had 6,573 students. That’s an
increase of 22% over five years. That means 6,573 students to whom we could add and to whom



we try to add great value to their lives. 60% of those students define themselves as white, non-
Hispanics. The others define themselves in other ways. 65% of our students are women that
means only 35% are men. That’s the kind of school we are, most of our students come from this
area. And we’re very pleased to have students who come here from Augusta. 95% of our
students come from the local area. And we’re pleased to do the kind of work that we do for
them. We’re bursting at the seams. We have a campus on Walton Way and we have a facility
on Wrightsboro Road and we know that as we grow we will run out of that space on Walton
Way unless you can figure out some way to give us land around our campus or turn Walton Way
into a five-lane road. I don’t think you can do that. We have a master plan. We know what we
have to do in the future once we get above about 7,200 students. We have to be holding more
classes on Wrightsboro Road. The future of Augusta State University is for expansion along
Wrightsboro Road where Christenberry Field house is now, where on the other side of the road
our University Village Student apartments are. So that’s our plan. At some point in the future
when Augusta State University has 14 or 15,000 students there will be more of the campus on
Wrightsboro Road than there will be on Walton Way. Now we need some help. We’re not
asking for your help we need some help from the State. We need to build buildings. We have
what looks like a gorgeous campus. You know how attractive it is. But all those new buildings
are replacement buildings. We have not actually increased the number of classes and
laboratories and office spaces in any way that’s commensurate with what it looks like. So we
continue to need space. We’re basically out of space right now for a lot of our functions. We’re
making a pitch to the Board of Regents for a very large 40 to 45 million-dollar facility, which
has to be on Wrightsboro Road and has to include some funds for the purchase of land on
Wrightsboro Road. That’s where we’re going. It’s a great institution. I’m so honored to have
been here for 13% years and for those years ahead of me in the future, I love this community, I
love the kind of school we are, I love the kind of students that we serve. And I thank you so very
much for listening to me today.

Mr. Mayor: Thank you. Dr. Bloodworth, let me say before you leave and then, Mr.
Cheek, I’'ll come to you. As a member of the ASU foundation board and as a graduate of
Augusta College I appreciate everything that you’re doing and in any way that I can personally
help you, and I would say this goes for the rest of the Commission, with regards to the Board of
Regents in getting the funding we’re more than happy to do it. So thank you for all that you do.

Dr. Bloodworth: Thank you.
Mr. Mayor: Commissioner Cheek.

Mr. Cheek: Thank you, Mr. Mayor. Dr. Bloodworth, in order to give credit where credit
is due the past 13 years have seen unprecedented growth an improvements at Augusta State.
And I for one feel and I’'m sure the rest of the Commission does too that under your leadership
our college has come so far and as a citizen and a representative of the people of the City of
Augusta I wanted to thank you for what you’ve done and I know for what’s on your heart to do
in the future.

Dr. Bloodworth: I’m just glad I could stay out of the way of people who knew how to get
things done.



Mr. Mayor: Thank you so much.
(APPLAUSE)

Mr. Mayor: All righty, Madame Clerk, we will move on to the consent agenda.

The Clerk: The consent agenda consists of items 1-22. Items 1-22. For the benefit of
any objectors to our alcohol petitions I call your attention to the Public Services portion of our
agenda. If there are any objectors to the alcohol petitions when they are read would you please
signify your objections by raising your hand.
Item 1. Is a petition for an on premise consumption Liquor, Beer and Wine license to be used in
connection with Kokomo Joe’s located 1204 Ellis Street.
Item 2. Is a retail package Liquor, Beer and Wine license to be used in connection with Bo’s
Package located 3001 Peach Orchard Road.

The Clerk: Are there any objections to those alcohol petitions?

Mr. Shepard: None noted, Madame Clerk.

Mr. Mayor: Okay, do we have any additions to the consent agenda? Commissioner
Cheek.

Mr. Cheek: Mr. Mayor, item 25 was sent forward with no recommendation pending a
read by legal on the DBE portion of the contract and if that would be something we needed to
hold up on due to current legal actions. If we have a read on that ---

The Clerk: (INAUDIBLE)

Mr. Cheek: Well, just in short, are we good or are we not good?

The Clerk: We’re good.

Mr. Cheek: Well, I would like to see, if that, if those questions being answered and uh,
due to the fact that the leaves are beginning to grow we can get these pictures made I would like
that be added to the consent agenda.

Mr. Mayor: Great. Do we have any further additions to the consent agenda?

Ms. Beard: Mr. Mayor I ---

Mr. Mayor: Ms. Mayor Pro Tem.

Ms. Beard: Number 26 should be added ---






